9.04.08

Everyone, please keep Ed Phillips and his family in your prayers.  His sister passed away Wednesday after an extremely courageous battle with cancer.  I met her at his fathers funeral and she was truly a nice lady.  This has been a tough year for Ed.  My heart and prayers go out to you.
LANKFORD, Katie, 54, went to the Lord peacefully from her home on Wednesday, September 3, 2008 after a courageous battle with ovarian cancer. Katie was a dedicated, professional educator whose greatest lesson was the one that she lived and taught for the last nine months. She graduated from Auburn University in 1976 and received a graduate degree from Auburn University at Montgomery. Katie was an elementary school teacher in the Montgomery Public School System for 25 years. She taught at Forest Avenue, Flowers, and for many years at Wares Ferry Road Elementary. Katie has been teaching fourth grade for the last seven years at Saint James School where she was loved and supported by the STJ family. Katie is survived by her husband of 30 years, Terrell Lankford; her sons and daughter-in-law, Drew (Whitney), Tyler, and Brett Lankford. She is also survived by her mother, Mildred Phillips; her mother-in-law, Helen Lankford; her brother, Ed (Karen) Phillips; her brother-in-law, Phillip (Jana) Lankford; niece, Blair Phillips; nephews, Jacob Phillips, Peyton and Pierce Lankford. She was preceded in death by her father, Dewey Phillips and father-in-law, Glen Lankford. Katie was supported by so many, in person, and through her web site on Caringbridge.org. She led a wonderful life and will be so missed, but she is now in the arms of the Lord. The family wishes to extend their grateful appreciation to Dr. J. Max Austin and nurses of the UAB Gynecologic Oncology Group and Hospice of Montgomery. The family will have visitation on Thursday from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Alabama Heritage Funeral Home. The funeral service for Katie will be on Friday, September 5, 2008, at Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church at 2:00 p.m. Graveside services will follow at Alabama Heritage Cemetery. Memorials may be made to Saint James School, Hospice of Montgomery, and the Gynecological Cancer Foundation. Alabama Heritage Directing
======================================================================

9.03.08

Terry Holley McLain ---

Thanks so much for putting these e-mails out.  I truly enjoy reading them and hearing life stories.  I attended the 10th reunion but have not made it to anything else.  As Starla put it so well, high school was fun but I am definitely a different person now.  I wasn't the easiest  person to be around then... a bit of a brat... but, going through my Dad's lung cancer and death changed me... I know for the better!  After high school, I attended and graduated from Auburn University.  I, also, attended and graduated from UAB's Dental Hygiene Program.  I taught Govt, Econ, and Am History at the high school level for 3 years and worked part-time in a dentist office in Montgomery.  I went on a blind date in April of 1989 and my life came together!  By December of the same year, I married my soulmate.  Life is wonderful!!  My husband, Tim McLain, and I live in Auburn (God's Country!) with our two daughters,  Rachel (16) and Caroline (13).  Tim is an insurance agent/owner of a Cotton States Agency in Opelika and, as an Alabama fan, says the he is a missionary in a foreign land!   We will celebrate our 19th wedding anniversary this year. I am an office manager for a two- dentist office in Opelika, also.  Rachel is in the 11th grade, plays the clarinet and is an Auburn High School majorette.  She plans to take part in Lee County Junior Miss next year. ( She is 5' 11" - did not take after me!!)  She is very excited that football season kicks off tonight! Caroline is in the 8th grade at Auburn Junior High and plays the clarinet... wants to be a majorette, also.  (She is tall, too.  My husband is 6'5"....  yes, I'm still 5' 4"... but when mama ain't happy, nobody's happy!)  My sister, whom many of you know, Lori Holley Henn ( Lee High 1980) had breast cancer last year but is doing well after surgery and chemotherapy.  Prayers for her would still be deeply appreciated.  

 

With all of the activities that our girls are involved in, I probably will not be able to make the party.... with deep regret!  I would love to see everyone again.  For those who venture to Auburn, we love to entertain  "pilgrims" that come in for the Auburn games... send me an e-mail if anyone comes into town... we usually tailgate. ( aumclain@bellsouth.net)  God's blessings to each of you and your families!  

Brent Markwell ---
As far as what’s been going on in “the life of Brent” since High School … here goes.
After High School I continued working for a couple of years before I began attending AUM. It was at this point I realized I was already well aware of where my talents lie, (sales), and that staying in college would be futile. So, I gave it up and began a varied and interesting journey into sales. I received THE best training one could ever receive in my first outside sales position. I sold cookware door-to-door. That was a trip.  I have a million and one stories from that adventure. It was at this time in my life I met and married my babies’ mama. She was Ms. Coosa County 1977 and I had to use all my sales ability to close that deal. We were married 19 years and have three grown men as sons, 23/24/29 and a 2 year old grandson. She is the kindest most loving person I have ever had the blessing of calling a friend but unfortunately, the marriage didn’t last. AND IT WAS MY FAULT.

After getting solid on-the-job experience in sales, all in Montgomery, I entered the industry I was destined to conquer from an early age … radio. I had been in radio 23 years until April 1st of this year when a blast from all our pasts and I became partners in an Advertising Agency. Larry Stevens and I became partners in SMI Advertising … Stevens, Markwell, Ingram Advertising. I remind Larry everyday I first met him when he MC’d a dance my 8th grade year at Goodwin Jr High. He really appreciates me doing that.

I must say one of the most rewarding times in my life was an 8 year span in which I was a bi-vocational Music Minister in the Southern Baptist Church. God used this time in my life to build a foundation in my spirit that would come in handy later. I am, “always thanking God for everything in the name of Jesus Christ”. (Ephesians 5:20) Having three sons and a grandson that mean everything to me, I cannot imagine what it would be like to give one of them up for all of you as God did with his son. But he did it and I will claim it forever. He is the reason I am. I am what, you might ask? His … alive … thriving … joyful … successful. 

I look forward to reacquainting myself with you all. I have always enjoyed a good party. Much more subdued parties these days though. 

Gary Ingle - - - All is well down here after the hurricane.  Mostly wind damage.  Biggest problem this go-around is power outages.  We are working long hours. I just hope we do not have the crime issues we had after Katrina.
Susan Witte Hill ---

Jacob is now working in Troy and staying at our daughter and brother-in-law house for
awhile. Continue to pray for him. Will see you soon.

Kim Franklin Nuenschwander ---

I go back to Houston with my mom on Sept. 27th.  We'll see what they say?  My mom is not doing very well due to side affects from her current chemo treatment.  It's a difficult time.  We came home for a very quick trip over my mother's birthday weekend, 8/24.  It was very emotional but a good trip. 

Peggy Clark Bradford ---

We are staying,  we seem to be out of the cone at this point and have Brad's parents to keep up with, but, we've boarded up and picked up and are as ready as possible.  Don't worry she should definitely be out of the cone.  Just a major pain, but those poor people in LA.  and the west side of MS.  ,it just breaks your heart.  


Thanks for thinking of us,and don't worry too much about your daughter, apparently she is becoming a crazy coast person also(.it must be the sun& sand). 
Betty Lackey Lyle ---

First off, Thanks Judi for taking the time to keep us all updated. For years I've wondered what happened to everyone. I look over the list and I can see others feel the same way. I have a prayer request. This coming Thursday, I'm meeting the District Superintendent for my annual review. I'm going to ask her to help me make it possible that I can begin to preach a message of repentance to my home church. As some of you may know, I submitted to God's call on my life 10 years ago and am in the process of becoming an ordained Deacon in Full Connection in the United Methodist Church. A deacon is like a bridge between those outside the church and those inside the church and to help them connect. I serve as the program director of the After School program and make connections to the unchurched and am inviting them into a relationship with Jesus but at this point there isn't anything in the church that is different from what the unchurched encounter in the world, which is why the call for repentance. I've always known I was an evangelist because
that's what I was always most afraid of being, I ask for your prayers that if it is God's will and his timing that after talking with Sharon, the opportunity will present itself. I can't do this alone because I'm still very afraid for what the message can bring with it, but I'm willing to do
whatever God desires for me to do and have trust and confidence that he will work out the details. LOL, Betty Lackey Lyle
=============================================================

9.01.08

I hope everyone is having a safe and wonderful Labor Day!
***************************
I read in the morning paper that Wade McMillan's mother, Bonnie, passed away August 29. Funeral services will be Wednesday, September 3 at 11:00 AM, Leak Memory Chapel. Visitation is one hour prior to the service. 

I do not have an email address for Wade. I show his mailing address as:

4548 Woodledge Dr
Montgomery, AL. 36109

Phone is 334-270-2757

Please keep Wade and his family in your prayers. 
***************************
Hurricane Gustav ----
To all you coastal people who are "weathering the storm" be safe!  Our thoughts and prayers are with you!
***************************
We have 40 days until our party !!!!!
We are expecting a record turn-out so this is an absolute "don't miss" event!
***************************
I would like to give a big "thank you" to the many people who have helped with giving me email addresses to add to our contact list. This has certainly been a group effort and I appreciate you all so much !!!!!!
***************************
8.28.08

Betty Lackey Lyle ---

Hi Judi, it was great to get the invitation to the October reunion party but I regret that I can’t be there. I’ve been living in Pennsylvania for 20 years now and work as the Program Director of the After School Program at my church and we’ll just be getting started for the fall. I wonder what ever happened to everyone, [my husband and I attended the 25th reunion] but haven’t kept in touch. Currently, I attend seminary for ordination as a Deacon in the United Methodist church and this fall I begin a Master’s of Social Work through Pitt as that is what I mainly do through my job. My husband, Scott, and I have one child, Zachary, that is going into 12th grade and will be leaving for Fort Benning next June. Please feel free to share my email address with anyone that’s interested in getting caught up.  Betty (Lackey) Lyle

Jeff Thompson ---  

Judi,  I've enjoyed all the updates on everyone and thought I'd better join in so here goes.........
Jeff Thompson, married to Beth Cooper (Jeff Davis class of 81) I can hear all the traitor remarks,,,,,,,,, We live in Montgomery and celebrated 20 years this past March.  We have 2 children, son / Colin is 18 and finishing up at Lee this year, daughter / Morgan is soon to be 14 and in the 8th grade at Baldwin Magnet.  After High School, I went to college long enough to decide it wasn't for me.  Took a job as a Locksmith in 1980.  Worked for one company for 6 years and then owned part of another for 12 years.  Sold out in 1998 and went to work at Baptist Health, where I am still.  My wife Beth has been teaching in Lowndes County for 21 years and looking forward to when she hits that magic 25 years.  We attend Taylor Road Baptist Church.


On a different note,,,,,,,,I have a prayer request.  My sister Sandy (Thompson) Gaines' husband (David Gaines) was diagnosed with Pulmonary Fibrosis about a year ago and went thru a double lung transplant about 2 months ago.  He is doing remarkably well in his recovery but still has a ways to go.  He is Associate Minister of Music at Biltmore Baptist in Asheville NC and an extremely talented musician but hasn't been able to work since December.  If you want to be blessed read his journal on www.caringbridge.org.  Just type in davidgaines and it will take you to his page.  It is incredible to see how God has worked thru this illness and healing process. 
Thanks and I look forward to seeing everyone....
Jeff

(Note from Judi….read the article David wrote….it is well worth it!  FYI, on left of screen where it says  --- enter website name – type davidgaines (no space in between)

Shirley Bazzell Helms ---  

I asked Shirley how her daughter’s fiance’ was doing.  Here is her response:

Tell everyone thanks for the prayers.!!!!  THANKS !!!!   I'm still concerned for him as he is getting dizzy, lightheaded and not only does he still not remember everything from the accident, but he can't remember what he did yesterday. His Mom realized this weekend that the ER at Baptist East said they were going to test for blood in his urine but they never did.  I'm not a doctor by ANY means, but it sure would make both myself and my daughter feel a lot better if he was rechecked.   His wrist has been put in a cast, his teeth are fine (just sore) and his ENT said all was well, just swollen.  He is going to an eye doctor today or tomorrow. 

Cindy (Jefferson) McKim ---

I am a career state employee, devoting just shy of 30 years of service to the State of Alabama.  After stints at several departments, I settled at the Board for Registration of Architects in 1988--and have been there since.  I am the Executive Director of the agency, and we license and regulate architects who want to provide architectural services in Alabama.  Also, I was recently elected to a position with the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) as the Member Board Executive (MBE) Director to the Board of Directors--the first one ever!

 

After being divorced for ten years, I recently married Harvey McKim, a mechanical engineer with the Alabama Building Commission.  We will celebrate our second anniversary on 9/29/08.  Between us, we have four children.  I have two sons--Cary Gainey (31) and Justin Gainey (24).  Harvey has two children--Brannon McKim (31) and Britney McKim (30).  We have three grandsons--Matthew Gainey (born 10/11/04), Maddox McKim (born 11/30/05), and Bo McKim (born 7/9/08).  We live in Montgomery with our two cats, Tiger and Lex.  We are season-ticket holders for Auburn football games, so we will spend a significant amount of time watching the Tigers play.  WAR EAGLE!  We are also regulars at the Gold's Gym in Montgomery and enjoy riding bicycles, gardening, and all things outdoors.  What can I say?  Life is good!

 

Sorry we won't be able to attend the October 11 party, but I hope we can make it to the next one!

============================================================

Updates (8.21.08)

Prayer Requests:
Tommy Brassell's mother was admitted to the hospital last night.  She was experiencing chest discomfort and was transported to Baptist South.  No word on her condition, at this time.  Please keep Tommy and his family in your prayers and let's pray for a speedy recovery.  Also, his mom is scheduled to have knee replacement surgery on Sept. 8.
 

Cindy Stocks Strawn's sister-in-law is recovering from her surgery...so far so good!  I believe she is heavily sedated for now.  Please continue to keep her in your prayers.  Cindy is doing an excellent job of keeping us updated on her condition!
 

Updates:
Randy Guy ---

Charles (Randy) Guy:  Married Jenny Funderburk (Class of 1980) on October 1, 1982.  We have Emily Amy (21) and Katie Rachelle (12), and also Will Robert (stillborn).  Randy started working for the City of Montgomery in 1979 and retired in 2002 after 23 years.  He retired as the Chief of the Codes Division of the Building Dept.  Randy has been home since.  All of his friends are envious of him being retired at such a young age.  Ha!  We have a small (Homestead) farm and we raise most of our vegetables, raise chickens, dairy goats, have a horse and various other animals.  We live on Hwy. 14 between Wetumpka and Tallassee.  Life is good.  Emily is starting her 4th year at AUM and Katie is homeschooled.  Jenny works out of our home.  She is the director of two associations and also types transcripts for a court reporting firm out of Atlanta.  We attend Santuck Baptist Church.  God is good!   Our lives have been very blessed.  If you ever want to get out in the country and enjoy some fresh farm eggs, fresh veggies, a pond full of catfish, bass, and crappie, and fresh goat's milk (Yummy!) give us a call and come see us.  We enjoy visiting  with friends.  Blessings!  The Guy Family.
Jamise Cook Osserman ---
Great hearing about everybody.  For those of you that I didn't get to chat with last year this is what I've been up to for the last 10 years.  I became interested in complimentary medicine and studied medicinal aromatherapy, Russian Medical Massage and became a Reiki Master. 
Then I got a desire to buy a duplex so I  would have an apartment when I came into town and bought a house that needed a bit of tlc.  I'm being kind.  It took a year and a half, mostly because I kept running out of money and I did not know what I was doing.  Three houses later and I finally know what to do.  It was the most stressful and the most rewarding thing I've ever done.

We just got back from St. Petersburg, Russia, Helsinki, Finland and Mainz, Germany.  It was wonderful!   We had a great time.  Unfortunately, we didn't get to see nearly as much as we would have liked but it was fabulous and I am very greatful we were able to go at all.  

We also just celebrated our 10th anniversary.  I thought we signed a contract for 10 yrs with an option to renew but my husband informed me that it was a "til death do us part" contract.  

Someday I'll learn to be more careful about what I'm signing!
Personal note from me ------ reminding everyone and letting our new contacts know ----- the Pike Road Town Council election is next Tuesday, August 26.  Keep those positive prayers going for Tommy Brassell and all his campaign efforts !!!!!
==============================================================

Subject: ADDITION - Fw: Prayer Requests and Updates (8.21.08)

Everyone,

Please take a moment to read the email I received from Libby Long Hansen. Her father suffered a very serious fall last week. Please keep him, Libby and her family in your prayers. And make sure you read her last few sentences....I could not have said it better!

I can't for the life of me remember how the Lee Alma Mater goes but I know every word to "You've Got A Friend" (the Carole King version!!) so that is my song to all of you!

Love you all !!!!!
Judi



From: Libotomy1@aol.com
Date: Thu, 21 Aug 2008 15:59:04 EDT
To: <Djc100100@aol.com>
Subject: Re: Prayer Requests and Updates (8.21.08)

Hi Judi,

I have really enjoy reading the updates, and appreciate your efforts so much, your efforts to keep us connect and united in uplifting, supportive, and worthy causes, (and sometimes just good old fun).  I find myself now in need of some extra moral and spiritual support, too. Last Monday, my 80 yr old father stood up too quickly, got dizzy, and feel forward, striking his head on something as he landed.  He has been able, until now, to continue to live in the home we grew up in, with lots of help from my husband and me.  And was still able to drive and enjoy a pretty active life.  Well this fall broke the first and second bones in his neck; the same type of fracture that happens when people dive into a too shallow pool.  Thankfully, he has not suffered any paralyses (a miracle). He had neurosurgey on Wednesday, where the surgeon essentially screwed and wired his head back onto his neck, and he will have to wear a neck brace type thing for about the next 4 months.  he is still in ICU, but should soon be able to be sent to Healthsouth to begin months of rehab.  Please pray for us both. I fear he will not tolerate this very well. 

 

An interesting coincidence, this happened exactly one  a year from when my mother passed away....Life is fragile and fleeting. We need to love those we love, with all our heart, and not sweat the small stuff, because every day with them is, indeed, a gift.  Don't assume you will get another day, and opportunity, tomorrow.  make today count.

==========================================================

Subject: Another ADDITION - Fw: Prayer Requests and Updates (8.21.08)

Just received from Shirley Helms Bazzell.....please read and get that prayer going. Shirley, please keep us posted. 

Love you all !!!
Judi



From: bamafan591@aol.com
Date: Thu, 21 Aug 2008 17:33:56 -0400
To: <djc100100@aol.com>
Subject: Re: ADDITION - Fw: Prayer Requests and Updates (8.21.08)

Judy, Prayer request,!!   My youngest daughter's fiance' got thrown from his horse this a.m. He has a head injury, but so far nothing really serious....sinus cavity filling up with fulids, loose teeth, severally bruise forehead, eye and cheek but no bleeding in the brain, thank our God !   He is going to have to see a Ortho, ENT, and Oral surgeron.  He also has a broken wrist.  He is having memory loss and throwing up.  
later...back to the ER !  
======================================================================

8.17.08

I read this obituary in the newspaper this morning and wanted to pass it along to all of you.  Please keep Terri and family in your prayers.
 

Terri Hutchinson Sullivan ---
HUTCHINSON, Thomas Gary, a native Montgomerian, died, Tuesday August 12, 2008, in Orlando Florida, at the home of his son, following a 13 month battle with cancer. He was preceded in death by his father, George Thomas Hutchinson and infant sister, Jenny Lynn. He is survived by his mother, Virginia G. Hutchinson, a son, Steve Garrison (Diana) and three Grandchildren of Orlando, FL, a Daughter Audra DiDomenico and three Grandsons of Rock Hill SC, Three brothers George E. Hutchinson, Donald Hutchinson (Betty), Kenneth Hutchinson, (Diana). Sisters, Carolyn Marsh (Gary C.) of Loxley, AL, and Terri Sullivan (Eddie), a number of Nieces and Nephews. The family expresses their gratitude to the Doctors and Staff of Montgomery Cancer Center for their care and to Steve and Diana Garrison for their love and care, in Gary's final days. Memorials maybe made to the Montgomery Cancer Center, 4145 Carmichael Road Montgomery AL 36186 in Gary's Memory. White Chapel-Greenwood Funeral Home Directing

 =========================================================================
Updates:
Cheryl Megorden Lemm ---
I met the Man of my dreams too late in life…so I didn’t get the opportunity to have Children.  All of the Updates from everyone sounds so wonderful and lives full with beautiful children!  Frank and I celebrated our 10th Anniversary this past June.  He’s a Georgia Boy, through and through!  He is a Residential Builder and all of you know how that Industry is doing….Atlanta is especially bad!  So for now he is building anything that anyone wants built, repaired or up-graded.  We live very close to Athens in a little town called “Bethlehem.”   I have been working for the same people for the past 17 years.  I started with them when we had one Restaurant, now we have Eight.  John Smoltz, the Pitcher for the Atlanta Braves is one of my bosses.  He is also an owner of our Restaurants.  (Barnacles, Seafood, Oysters & Sports) 
Life is full.  Life is Busy.  Life is all about Sports in my world.   I hear that John Pine is up here in Atlanta somewhere……who else is in Georgia?  Glad to hear Ms. Watterson is doing great.  She was an awesome teacher.  Although, I am not sure I could read “Canterbury Tales” ever again.  (Sorry Ms. W!) 
  
Sharon Salter Pruett ---
I am married to Harper Pruett, J D class of 1978, and have 2 beautiful and wonderful step children.  Marie, 21, is starting her senior year at the University of Alabama and William 18 is starting his senior year at Catholic High.  Harper is a native Montgomerian, born in 1959 but had a late birthday and started school a year later than I did...thus the class of 1978.  He went to Goodwyn in 9th grade and knows many Lee people from 1977-78.  He is a Loss Control Specialist with the State of Alabama and in October I will be starting my 28th year working with the Automotive Aftermarket Association Southeast.

Jamise Cook Osserman ---
We live just north of Charlottesville, VA.  We're about 20 mins from Monticello and about 20 mins from UVA.  It's a sweet little college town close to skyline drive.  It's a pretty picturesque place, I must admit.  A very different community from Mont in that it is very highly educated due to UVA grads who never leave or either leave and then return.  I am still adapting even tho we've been here for several years.  

Monica Maddox Smalley ---
My youngest daughter Marlie won the Pike County Junior Miss Program on August 2nd.  She won the talent, interview and scholastic achievement divisions which awarded her $3400.00 in cash scholarships for the college of her choice.  Needless to say I was very proud.  She will attend the State Junior Miss Program, which will be held in Montgomery, January 16th and 17th at Frazer UMC.  She will arrive in Montgomery on Friday, January 9th and will be at her host family's home through Sunday, January 18th.  Ten days is a long time, I hope I can survive!

========================================================================= 

Cathleen Meyers-Hall shared this poem with me last week.  It was written by her son, Jackson.  These are some mighty strong words coming from this young man.
 

Seconds
By Jackson Hall
As every second is swiftly whisked away

I’ll live like they’ll never return for another day

Who knows when my clock will stop?

In thirty seconds or thirty years

So why should I live in reclusive fear

Instead with determination unbreakable as steel

I shall let my green life’s story unreel

Regardless of whether my hair is blonde or gray

My fiery passion for life will blaze

Because maybe all my seconds will be gone today


I pray that all of you have tomorrow and the next day and the next month and the next year, but remember, tomorrow isn't promised so live for today !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 

I love you all !!!!!!!!!!!!!!
=========================================================================

Well, get ready to do some reading !!!!!  Rather than forward a bunch of emails, I copied them into this one so you can print and read at your leisure.......!!!!!!!!!!!  And I have learned a lesson and am starting a "word document" to save all my updates in from now on!

 

8.14.08

Prayer Request:
Cindy Stocks Strawn --
I would greatly appreciate it if you would put my family on your group prayer list ~ we need all the help we can get right now.  Melissa (my sister) is having a heart catheterization today, probably as I type and Ben's (my brother) wife, Jacque, has been in surgical intensive care since Tuesday night.  She has a brain tumor and they've done a biopsy today.  We'll know more on her condition by Monday or Tuesday.  Hopefully I'll know something very shortly about Melissa.  Luckily they all live here in Panama City.  Mom and Dad are holding down the fort at the hospital.  

 

Please keep Cindy and her family in your prayers.  As a matter of fact, let's continue to pray for and remember all of the people from the recent weeks. 

Updates:
Mike Clay ---
Kathy and I have moved to Valley, AL after our baby boy started college.  Valley is a suburb of Columbus, GA where I now work.

Ernie Parker ---
My wife, formerly Sharon Garrett of Prattville, and I celebrated our 15th anniversary in December. We live in Montgomery and both of us are RNs. I work from home as a Project Manager for a contract research organization and Sharon practices at a local medical center. Our 12-year-old twins dance competitively and recently placed high enough in their age division at a Mobile competition they were invited to a one-week workshop in NYC with the Radio City Music Hall Rockettes. Our first grader is still waiting on her front teeth to come in. 
  
Tina Harris McDowell ---
Just took my daughter back to Troy for her jr. year.  She is a criminal justice major with a minor in Spanish and plans to go to law school.  She is the joy of my heart!  My son (also the joy of my heart) is going to AUM, majoring in math.  He's not sure what he wants to do as a career but as long as he can fish, he's happy! I am very blessed!

FYI to all - I have heard from a very reliable source that Mrs. Watterson will be attending our party in October !!!!!!!!
 

Love you all !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
8.12.08

Linda Smith Fleming--
Linda was in Montgomery all last week because her mom fell and broke both of her ankles.  She had surgery and pins placed in them.  They have moved her from Jackson Hospital to the rehabilitation hospital where she will be doing physical therapy for several weeks.

Please keep Linda, her mom, and family in your prayers and let's hope for a speedy recovery.  
***************************************************************************************************************
Amy Hinson Emmett--
Thanks so much for the thoughts and prayers, they worked. The biopsy came back negative for cancer. I am recovering well from the surgery. Itching to get back to yoga. 

Susan Witte Hill -- 
Son, Jacob has returned home from
Army National Guard in KY, and training in MO on July 26, will be stationed in Troy. Have a daughter with 1 granddaughter who will be 5 yrs old, starting kindergarten this year. Boy do I feel old. Just celebrated half century birthday. Greatest gift -- son coming home from basic training. 
************************************************************************************************************Judi Freeman Carden ---
Thank you to Janie Crouch Hodgson, Peggy Clark Bradford, and Cathy Meany Taylor for the wonderful advice and words of wisdom for my daughter, Evan, who just started teaching at Cottage Hill Christian Academy in Mobile, AL. 

Also, my daughter, Ryan, just got engaged Friday night!  My grandchildren are busy planning their honeymoon....they don't understand that they aren't going !!!!! The wedding is planned for Thanksgiving 2009. 
************************************************************************************************************Also, don't forget about the party in October!  We are expecting a great turnout !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  And keep those prayers and updates coming!
Love you all!

=========================================================================
8.06.08

This is Shirley Helms Bazzell's new grand daughter!.  Born 8/4/08 at 8:41 EST, 5 lbs  9 oz, 17.5 " long.  Kaitlyn Anne Casillas.....isn't she a cutie !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 **************************************************************************************************************

Now, I am including exerpts from emails that I have received from Marie Lucido Hickox and Terry Connor.  I would have never known this had we not started this email update, nor would many of you have known.  My heart and prayers go out to them, as it does for any of you who may be struggling with something right now.  Remember always, we may not be related by blood, but we are family!
 

Marie Lucido Hickox --
Just an update from me.  My first husband died a little over 4 years ago and I remarried about a year ago.  I just moved to Huntsville for a promotion to work with the Missile Defense Agency.  We are going to be on vacation at the time of the party so I will not be able to attend.  Please tell everyone hello for me. 

Terry Connor --
I recently lost my wife to cancer, and it got me thinking about the past and stirred a lot of memories of days gone by and the real friendships from high school and college - those were some great times. 

***************************************************************************************************************

Thank you to Jane Crouch Hodgson for reminding us -- 
Prayer Request - For all teachers, assistant principals, principals, and administrators as we return to school.  While it's tougher in some "trenches" than others, people who are involved in the education of tomorrow's promise - our children - need prayer every day. 
***************************************************************************************************************
Peggy Clark Bradford --
I've been teaching art for twelve years and moved from 5th grade to the high school last year and am beginning to get my feet on the ground.  Brad, my husband of 25years has also celebrated his 25th anniversary with the Southern Company.  Jordan (21) (GOD I"M OLD!!!!) will graduate from the U.S.Naval Academy this year and hopes to fly helo's, we'll see what the Navy has in mind. Andie, my beautiful drama queen, will also graduate from high school this year and hopes to go to MS State as they have a fast track vet program (however, as we all know this can definitely change).  


We have lived on the Mississippi gulf coast for the last 20 years and truly love everything except hurricane season, we were very fortunate that after Katrina we were the only house standing in the family, my mom lost everything, but has bounced back, and my in-laws were hit by a tornado, so we all lived together as one big happy family for a while. In the big scheme of things we know how fortunate we all were.
Hope to see you all in October!

Dawn Sexton --
I have  BS in PE and Biology-taught school/coached about 8 years then returned to school and received Master in Exercise Physiologist- stopped teaching in 1990 and began to work in Physical Therapy- I loved it so much I returned to school at Nova Southeastern in Ft. Lauderdale and received my Master in Physical Therapy- I have been practicing now 12 years. Presently I work in Home Health and love it. I work for Gentiva Health Services.   I live in Wetumpka with my partner of 7 years- Millissa- we have almost raised her three kids- 2 girls and a boy- the two girls are in college and the boy is a senior at Wetumpka.   Millissa is currently in school at Capps for med tech. We plan to travel when she is finished next year.  So I am  trying to sell my home. So if any one is looking for a big home in Wetumpka- 4 bedrooms, 2 full/ 2- 1/2 baths, sets on 1 1/2 acres in subdivision- send them my way. 

Tim Stough --

	I just wanted to let you know that my gospel group, Calvary's Call , (Tim Stough, Beth Stough, Marshall Motes and Sandy Waters) will be performing at the Doster Center in Prattville on August 23 at 7:00 pm with Elvis impersonator; Pat Van Cor. The tickets are $15.00 in advance and $17.00 at the door. Please pass the word around, we would love to have as many as possible to come and enjoy the show. The Doster Center is located near old downtown Prattville on Northington St. next to the park.


If, by chance, someone has sent me an update and I have not posted it, please forgive me and re-send!  The oversight has not been intentional, I assure you!

So, until we meet again ( or in our case, email again!)  I love you all !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
8.01.08

Ya'll didn't think I would let the weekend start without an update, did ya?  Below are some updates I have received this week.  Enjoy!
 

Gary Frith --- my daughter Marisa just returned from a 3-week mission trip to Ireland and my daughter Shelby was recently named one of the top high school scholars and will be going to NYC this week. They, along with my son Brock are students at Briarwood Christian School here in Birmingham. Me, I just try to work hard, pay my taxes and prepare for college tuition! My mom and dad are in their 80's and still living in our home in Dalraida.

Tim Stough --- I left this off the last update...he has a daughter, Beth, at home and in college, step-son Keith lives in Wetumpka and has his own business. 

Brian Putnam --- and wife lived in Shreveport, LA for 17 years but have recently moved back to Florence, AL. They are both RN's. Have two boys ... (note from Judi.....both the boys are soooo cute but the youngest has red hair........I am partial to redheads.....just ask my granddaughter !!!)

Glenda Johnson Jordan and Glenn....married 16 years on Aug 6th

David and Charlene Wachs....For an update on us - David and I have been married 27 years as of June 20th.  We have 3 children, the oldest, Ashley, graduated from Auburn in 2007 with her Masters in Engineering and married in July 2007.  She and her husband live in Opelika.  Allison, our second child, is a sophomore at Auburn, and Taylor will be in the 10th grade at St. James where he is very involved in the athletic program.  

Rebecca Lentz Gruber and husband, Mike, have been married for 28 years. They have 2 sons and a daughter. 

Laurie Lingenfelter King and Tommy just celebrated our 25th anniversary.  We’re still in Birmingham. I’m an assistant principal at Crestline Elementary in Mountain Brook and Tommy is a video tape editor for Leo Ticheli Productions.  We have a senior at UAB, a freshman starting at Auburn and a Sophomore in High School. 

Shirley Helms Bazzell -- (from 7/29) Thanks for your prayers.  Procedure did not suceed so a c-section is scheduled next week.  Keep up the prayers !!

Amy Hinson Emmet --
Thanks in large part to Dr. Richard Unger, Anesthesiologist and comforter extraordinaire, the little procedure I had today went swimmingly. Now, if the path report comes back negative for cancer it will be something well worth celebrating.   Thank you all for the good wishes, positive vibes and earnest prayers. Keep 'em coming. 

Jane Crouch Hodgson ---
Grayson and I will celebrate our 18th wedding anniversary on August 25th.  However, because 08/25 is on a Monday this year, Grayson will be in Panama City and I will be in Montgomery.  It will be the first time since we've been married that we've been apart on our anniversary. 

My son, (who turned 16 the end of May),  has been with his sisters and me all summer, but had to go back to Panama City with Grayson a couple of weekends ago for band camp.  Before he went back to P.C., however, he stayed with my father from Friday until Monday so the girls and I could go down and spend some time with Grayson.  
  
I re-visited a couple of assisted living facilities while we were there, and I have my father's name on the waiting list at one of them.  He is sixth on the list, so I have no idea when a room might become available.  However, I know God is in charge, and that our family will be living together again under the same roof in His good time. 

Mark Johnson.... 
ANYWAY....I GRADUATED AND A WEEK LATER MOVED TO NASHVILLE AND STARTED PLAYING WITH MEL STREET. HE HAD A NUMBER RECORD THE WEEK I STARTED WITH HIM. A YEAR LATER I MARRIED THAT CLANTON ALABAMA GIRL AND WE'VE BEEN MARRIED FOR 30 YEARS. HER MOM STILL THINKS IT WILL NEVER LAST!!! LOL WE HAVE ONE DAUGHTER WHO WILL BE 28 IN OCTOBER. 2 GRANDBABIES. LILY WHO WILL BE 5 IN OCT AND CADEN WHO WILL BE 2 ON SEPTEMBER, 11. I WAS JUST TOLD BY MY DAUGHTER  THAT I AM GOING TO NEED TO START THINKING ABOUT NAMES AGAIN. SHE IS PREGNANT AGAIN SO I GUESS IT WON'T BE LONG AND THERE WILL BE A THIRD!!! 
  

I hope you all have a great weekend!  Keep those updates coming!!!  Please remember all of us need your prayers.
=========================================================================  

Everyone, I just received this from Amy.  This update couldn't wait until next week.  I didn't want to take a chance at not getting this correct so I am sharing what Amy wrote....  Amy, our thoughts and prayers are with you.  We love you!  Keep us posted on how you are doing.  Come on, my wonderful Class of '77 - get those prayers going!

  

I had a double mastectomy due to breast cancer, plus a lengthy round of chemo three years ago. Another mass has been found on the chest wall where the original tumor was located and I am having surgery this afternoon to remove and biopsy said mass. Since I did not have reconstruction the surgery will be a snap and I'll be home in just a few hours. We'll know in a two or three days if it is malignant. Hopefully, it will be a benign something or other and this will prove to be a minor blip on the radar screen of life. 

Dick and I will have been married 30 years this December. Hardly seems possible...
 

Love to all!

7.28.08

The information is pouring in like crazy this week!  Listed below is anniversary info, great news stuff, and the reason this whole thing got started - our prayer requests.  Thank you all so much for your love, friendship, and support!

Prayer requests:
Kim Franklin Neuenschwander just returned from the cancer center in Houston with her mom.  Her mom's cancer situation is not good, although she is not in imminent danger.  She is very weak, however, and Kim would appreciate any prayers for her to regain some of her strength and to hold off the cancer from spreading.

Glenda Johnson Jordan's daughter-in-law suffered a miscarriage this past week. She is doing fine physically, but as you can imagine, it is a loss that is difficult to endure. Please keep her in your prayers.

Anniversaries:
Tim Stough and wife Betty  celebrated their 12th anniversary on June 15. 

Shirley Helms Bazzell and husband, Steve,  will celebrate 31 years on 9/24/08.  :)  They have 3 daughters AND  are expecting their 4th grandchild in three weeks !!  They have 3 grandsons and this will be their first granddaughter!  So far, Shirley and Steve are the winners for our "been married the longest" category !!!!!!! 

Kim Franklin Neuenschwander & husband, Neal were married 21 years on July 25.

Mark and Regina Johnson have been married 30 years....I think I got that right. If not, it is pretty darn close!  

I apologize for giving the wrong years for Blitz and Amanda's anniversary. I was just checking to see if Blitz was paying attention !!!!!!  I know Amanda was !!!!!

Libby Long Hansen and husband, Steve  celebrated 29 years together this past May.  They have four children, 2 boys, 2 girls, and a grandson and granddaughter.   Their youngest child just left home in June to begin school at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. 

For those who do not have grandchildren yet, let me quote Libby "And maybe best of all, a grandson and granddaughter, who have filled our hearts with a whole new dimension of love.". It is so true!  You think you know what love is until these sweet little angels come and show you a whole new side of love that you've never known before!!!!

Good news:
Cecilia Milam McDaniel was hired on at Colonial Bank July 1st as Admin Assistant. She has recently moved back to Montgomery from Columbus, GA. Welcome back, Cecilia and congratulations on your new position!

Debbie Daniel - yes, people, prayers DO GET ANSWERED !!!!!  Debbie just accepted a job with the Embassy Suites as Corporate Sales Manager and starts Monday, Aug 4 !!!! 

And just because I want you to know:
Mark Johnson.....great songwriter/musician !!!!!  Let me tell you, this guy has got it going on!  Mark left Montgomery right after high school for the bright lights of Nashville and I believe he has had no regrets!  I have had the privilege of hearing some songs he has written and they are great!  When I record one of them and it becomes a #1 hit....you can say you knew me when .....!!!!!!!! 

Our email list has grown significantly!  As of right now, we have 107 email addresses!!!  Thank you to everyone for forwarding addresses to me!  And welcome to all our newcomers!

 

Last, but not least.....
I would like to extend a heartfelt apology to Jane Crouch Hodgson.  I have repeatedly omitted her father from our prayer list and for that I am truly sorry.  He lives with Jane and her husband, Grayson and needs full-time care.  On top of caring for her father, she is dealing with her husband's job taking him out of town.  This was something I knew about before "The Prayer List" was even thought about.  It has not been intentional, just overlooked.  Jane, I hope you can forgive me.  To everyone else, please remember Jane and her family in your prayers.


And that is it for this week's updates!

I love you all!
=========================================================================
7.24.08
I just talked with Jan Jones Reed.  Her mother is back at home, resting and is feeling better!  The procedure went well, although they did have to put a stint in.  Please continue to keep Jan and her mother in your prayers.  

 

There are some anniversary celebrations going on .......

Blitz and Amanda Welch just celebrated their 30-year wedding anniversary, as well as Tommy and Denise Brassell.  Congratulations, you guys !!!!!!!  Bart & Anelda Cook just celebrated 23 years.  For everyone else, let me know when your anniversary is and I will post it !!!!!!!

 

Kim Dawkins Cagle is moving to Houston.  She will still be covering the Southeast region, just living somewhere else for a while.

 

I love you all !!!!!!!!!!!!

7.15.08

I just found out that Bill Colley's father has passed away.  The visitation will be tonight, July 15, 5 PM - 7 PM, at:

 

Gassett Funeral Home

204 E Charles Ave
Wetumpka, AL 36092

 

The funeral service will be Wednesday, July 16 at Gassett Funeral Home, 10 AM

  

Please remember Bill and his family in your prayers.

***************************************************************************************************************

Glenda Johnson Jordan's grandson, Hayden, just celebrated his 1st birthday on Sunday, July 13!   Her granddaughter, Chloe, will celebrate her 1st birthday on August 2....and there is a new little one on the way...due January 29....which also happens to be Glenda's birthday !!!!!!  

  

Kenny and Debra Hill Bird are expecting their first grandbaby...due around the end of the year !!!!  They will find out in August if it is a boy or a girl !!

 

These are definitely wonderful little miracles so please share in the joy with them!

  

I am flying to North Carolina Thursday.....and am lucky enough to be meeting Teresa Grant for dinner!  I have not seen in her so long and this will be a great little reunion for us !!!!!!!!!!

 

 

I love you all !!!!!

=========================================================================

6.24.08

I just found out that Blitz's mother passed away Monday. The visitation and memorial will be at 3 PM on Thursday, June 26 at Southern Memorial. Please keep Blitz and his family in your prayers. 

Also, Blitz just had an emergency appendectomy last Thursday. 

Cathleen Meyers-Hall son, Jackson, had an appendectomy on June 6th. 

Here's to a speedy recovery for both of them. 
=========================================================================

